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helped to conceal Charles at Moseley Hall during
his flight from Worcester Field, was introduced by
a secret staircase into the King's presence. By the
Duke of York's command, the room had been
cleared and the door double-locked, and there
remained only the Earls of Bath and Faversham
and one of the Queen's Portuguese priests, who"
had fetched the Holy Sacrament from her chapel
at Somerset House. When Charles understood
who it was they had brought, he raised himself a
little in the bed and whispered to him : " You
that saved my body is now come to save my soul.53
After the ceremony, which lasted some three-
quarters of an hour, Charles rallied a little, as if
this confirmation of faith had given him strength,
and towards midnight the Queen came to his
bedside. The strain of the last few days had been
more than she had been able to bear, and though
at first " she had been present with him as long as
her extraordinary passion would give her leave,"
she had finally collapsed and, compelled to excuse
herself, had sent word begging her husband's
pardon " if she had ever offended him in all his
life" ; to which he is said to have replied :
ee Alas ! Poor woman ! She beg my pardon !
I beg hers with all my heart.'' When she had been
led away, he commended in turn to his brother's
charge the Duchess of Portsmouth, saying that